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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   
NYS 4-H LEADER ADDRESS  
Dear 4H Team, 
             
After just a few days in the role of interim 4H State Leader I am far more interested in listening and learning  but I do 
have the following three initial observations to share: 
 

1. 4H is an incredibly strong brand that we should take pride in and work hard to protect, promote and expand to 
more young people.  The 4H clover is well-known, highly regarded, and elicits incredibly positive feedback from 
people when they see it.  This is not something to take for granted.  We should probably all think about it often 
and remember that we all have a responsibility to maintain this status and expand it moving forward. Read 
more… 

http://blogs.cornell.edu/garden/vegetablevarietytrial/2014vvt/
http://nys4h.cce.cornell.edu/events/Pages/CareerEx.aspx
http://www.nysf.com/w/programs/nysc/
http://nys4h.cce.cornell.edu/staff/Pages/Capital-Days.aspx
http://www.ansci.cornell.edu/4H/dogs/MarchDogMadness/
http://enys4h.wordpress.com/2013/12/19/2014-national-4-h-econference-on-volunteerism/
http://www.ansci.cornell.edu/4H/dairycattle/DairyDiscovery/index.html
http://www.4-h.org/4-h-conference/
http://nys4h.cce.cornell.edu/events/Pages/STARR.aspx
http://www.ansci.cornell.edu/4H/crackers/
http://nys4h.cce.cornell.edu/events/Pages/CareerEx.aspx
http://nys4h.cce.cornell.edu/
http://4hmovesfwd.wordpress.com/2014/01/08/nys-4-h-leaders-address-for-january-2014/
http://4hmovesfwd.wordpress.com/2014/01/08/nys-4-h-leaders-address-for-january-2014/
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Andy Turner 
NYS 4-H Interim State Leader and CCE Assistant Director 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
4-H STATE OFFICE COMMUNICATIONS   
New Improved Tool for Understanding ACCESS Enrollment Data  
 
Are you interested in making sense of your enrollment data without needing to touch the data?  Please take a few minutes 
to check out this new analysis tool at http://nys4h.cce.cornell.edu/staff/program/Pages/Enrollment.aspx 
 
Cornell student, Robert “Robbie” Neff (Applied Economics and Management '15, College of Agriculture and Life 
Science), former summer intern and current work study student in the State 4-H office, has applied some new skills in 
Excel from last semester’s course work to develop a tool to help educators and others understand 4-H member enrollment 
data.  Enrollment data entered into ACCESS software since 2009 are represented in graphic form.  Additionally, census 
information is included in this document so you can see how 4-H participant demographics align with your county’s youth 
population.   
 
For those of you who have accessed earlier work that Robbie completed (see Educator's Guide to Evaluate ACCESS data 
under Useful Links and Resources at http://nys4h.cce.cornell.edu/staff/program/Pages/Enrollment.aspx ), you will find greater ease in 
gaining the information that you want using this newer tool.  With this new tool a simple click on a tab allows you to see a 
representation of such data as number of 4-H participants by grade or gender and this representation is available for each 
year for which ACCESS records exist.   
 
This effort is part of Robbie’s work with the “Research for the Continuous Improvement of 4-H” pilot project.  Western 
New York counties working with this project have been concerned about the significantly higher dropout rate of 4-H 
participants after their first year. Consequently the interface provides an analysis of the retention rates for county and state 
4-H Youth Development programs when considering re-enrollment after year one compared to re-enrollment of returning 
4-H members (i.e., those who have been participating for more than one year).  
 
This tool also provides information related to differences in retention rates for participants of different races, ethnicities, 
and genders.  The new tool can help you and your stakeholders understand participation trends, so take time to interact 
with the data and see what has been happening in recent years with 4-H membership in your county and across New York. 
  
When they understand enrollment trends, educators can determine if new action steps should be taken to address issues of 
concern.  The same tool can allow counties to see if the trend changes in subsequent years after action steps have been 
taken, thus serving as a means to document impact.  
  
In addition to graphs of data for all 4-H Youth Development programs for each NYS county (right side of the tool), the 
cumulative enrollment data for the state are accessible on the left side of the tool.  
  
Your feedback on the usefulness of this tool or any changes you would suggest would be appreciated.   
 
Angela Northern, Regional 4-H Research Specialist   
Stephen F. Hamilton, Professor of Human Development & Associate Director for Youth Development  
 
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
WELCOME to NEW STAFF! 
 
 
Please Welcome Amanda Benson 

mailto:ast4@cornell.edu
mailto:ast4@cornell.edu
http://nys4h.cce.cornell.edu/staff/program/Pages/Enrollment.aspx
http://nys4h.cce.cornell.edu/staff/program/Pages/Enrollment.aspx
mailto:asn9@cornell.edu
mailto:sfh3@cornell.edu
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Hello Everyone! My name is Amanda Benson and I am excited to introduce myself as 
Columbia-Greene’s new 4-H Agriculture/STEM Educator.  

I grew up in Saratoga County on a beef cattle and crop farm while also frequently 
working on my aunt and uncle’s dairy farm. I was a member of the Saratoga County 4-
H program for 10 years where I participated in a horse project, teen council, teen 
ambassadors, teen exchange and many other projects. After graduating from high 
school and aging out of 4-H, I went on to college to acquire my Bachelor of Science 
degree at SUNY Cobleskill where I studied agricultural business with a focus in 

agricultural education. I then continued to be a part of the 4-H program when I joined the Rensselaer County 4-H program 
as a summer assistant. 

I am now very excited to be a part of the Columbia-Greene 4-H program. 4-H was such a huge part of my life and 
continues to be. 4-H provided me with life skills and experiences that I will forever hold with me and I hope to continue to 
pass on the 4-H tradition and values to 4-H’ers in Columbia and Greene Counties. I can be reached 
at amb574@cornell.edu or 518-828-3346 x201. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   
New Staff Reminder 
We are always excited to announce new staff, so send us a quick note about new additions to your staff and please include 
a photograph!   
 
Please remember to send their email address so we can add them to the general Youth listserv, and ask them to sign up 
for our mission-mandate listservs.  
 
Deborah Mann 
NYS 4-H Communications Coordinator 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   
ACCESS 4-H Training – New Webinars 
Saving Data Entry Time 
January 10,  2014 @ 12pm Eastern, 11am Central, 9am Pacific 
To Register:  Click Here  
 
We want to walk you through how to begin getting families involved in the enrollment, reenrollment, and information 
updating process.  This can greatly improve the accuracy of the information you collect while reducing your staff time all 
at very little risk to your data. 
 
This webinar will be 25-30 minutes.  Sound will be done through the computer so please ensure you have speakers on the 
machine you are using.  If you have any questions contact smiller@4-h.org 
 
Making the Most of Your Enrollment Data 
Wednesday January 15, 2014 @1pm EST, 12pm CST, 10am PST. 
To Register:  Click Here  
 
Enrollment data collection and processing is probably not the favorite task of most 4-H professionals but it's a necessary 
part of the program and something most of us are very familiar with.  But how often do we collect the data and then forget 
about it until it's time for the ES-237? 
 
In this 30 minute webinar we will walk you through how to ensure you are collecting good, reliable enrollment data and 
show you simple tools for using the data to tell your 4-H program's story efficiently and effectively.  Get the most use out 
of something you've already done! Questions:  Smiller@4-h.org – this is for all 4-H professionals using any enrollment 
system (not just ACCESS). 

mailto:amb574@cornell.edu
mailto:amb574@cornell.edu
tel:518-828-3346%20x201
mailto:djl243@cornell.edu
mailto:djl243@cornell.edu
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/164diFs8HEtzl67yFuCwJyxj-n81bVISnBp5pyVI6Svc/viewform
mailto:smiller@4-h.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1T2D6srhBG8WcfGWTd8crf9mygnW9YQ39tPWXYe6VMSs/viewform
mailto:Smiller@4-h.org
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Adam Davis 
Extension Support Specialist 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   
ES237 for 2013 
The 2013 Cornell University ES237 Report can be found on the NYS 4-H Enrollment website.  
 
Adam Davis 
Extension Support Specialist 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   
4-H CIVIC ENGAGEMENT   
 
Financial Aid Toolkit 
 
In a continued effort to help students and parents prepare for college or career school, the U.S. Department of 
Education has launched the Financial Aid Toolkit. This “one-stop shop” provides federal student aid 
information and outreach tools for counselors, college access professionals, nonprofit mentors, and others. 
Financial aid professionals may also find these toolkit resources useful. 

The Financial Aid Toolkit, located at FinancialAidToolkit.ed.gov, is ideal for learning about types of financial 
aid, student eligibility, the FAFSA, and loan repayment.  This Toolkit has some excellent resources, including 
tips on hosting outreach events and sample financial aid night power point presentations, as well as suggested 
messages for social media, emails, and newsletters. 

Jamila Walida Simon 
NYS 4-H Civic Engagement Coordinator 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~      
4-H Capital Days 
 
Registration is now open for the 2014 Capital Days event in Albany; coordinated by the educator’s association! 
Registration is due by February 1, 2014. Click here for the information packet and registration. For additional 
information please contact Rebecca Ireland-Perry 

 
Jamila Walida Simon 
NYS 4-H Civic Engagement Coordinator 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
NYS 4-H Foundation Youth Trustees 
 
The NYS 4-H Foundation has announced that the following alumni: Teishawn Kevelier; New York City alum 
of Dowling College and Jessica Gulvin; alumna of Wells College will join the foundation in order to serve as 
Youth Trustees.  
 
Jamila Walida Simon 
NYS 4-H Civic Engagement Coordinator 
 

mailto:adamdavis@cornell.edu
http://nys4h.cce.cornell.edu/staff/program/Pages/Enrollment.aspx
mailto:adamdavis@cornell.edu
http://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/tk/
http://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/
mailto:jws62@cornell.edu
http://nys4h.cce.cornell.edu/staff/Pages/Capital-Days.aspx
mailto:rli3@cornell.edu
mailto:jws62@cornell.edu
http://www.nys4hfoundation.org/
mailto:jws62@cornell.edu
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
National 4-H Conference and Citizenship Washington Focus 
 
I am pleased to share that the NYS 4-H team will review applications and notify delegates in January of 2014 
who were selected to represent the best of New York State for the National 4-H and Citizenship Washington 
Focus conferences.  
 
Jamila Walida Simon 
NYS 4-H Civic Engagement Coordinator 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
STARR 
 
Arel Moodie will serve as the keynote speaker during STARR’s formal dinner on Saturday, April 12, 2014. 
Click here to read his bio and click here to see his lighter side in a video on how to professionally answer the 
phone from Arel’s blog.  
 
Jamila Walida Simon 
NYS 4-H Civic Engagement Coordinator 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Identify Young People’s Sparks 
 
For the past few months, Dr. Kent Pekel, President and CEO of Search Institute, has presented a series of 
webinars on helping young people cultivate habits of perseverance to achieve academic and life goals. In Dr. 
Pekel's final webinar of this series, Persevering Despite Obstacles, participants will learn how to help young 
people maintain their momentum click here and check it out. 
 
Jamila Walida Simon 
NYS 4-H Civic Engagement Coordinator 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
4-H STEM   
 
Lab of Ornithology 4-H Citizen Science Project 
There is a new cohort of 4-H Educators working with the Lab of Ornithology Citizen Science project this year.  This is a 
continuation of the Noyce Foundation project started last year combined with a Smith-Lever 4-H Citizen Science grant.  
Three different projects are being piloted: Nature Detectives, Habitat Connections, and the 4-H Citizen Science Quest.  
To learn more Click Here 
 
Nancy Schaff 
STEM Specialist 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
2014 State Fair – August 21 to September 1, 2014 
Thank you to the 46 Associations who have submitted a State Fair survey county booth survey!  We need this information 
to help us assign booths (and do other space planning), which has to be done before January 15 for the Youth Building 
premium book.  If no one from your county has completed the survey please do so right away.  For most people it has 
taken between 2 and 5 minutes to complete. We are at the beginning of a new three-year rotation with a change in booth 
locations and it would be extremely helpful to know as much as possible at this point about plans for county booth groups 

mailto:jws62@cornell.edu
http://www.arelmoodie.com/
http://www.arelmoodie.com/about/
http://www.arelmoodie.com/how-to-professionally-answer-the-phone/
mailto:jws62@cornell.edu
http://www.search-institute.org/blog/obstacles-dont-need-to-undermine-young-peoples-perseverance
mailto:jws62@cornell.edu
http://dl.allaboutbirds.org/4h-citizen-science-quest
mailto:nschaff@cornell.edu
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and exhibiting.   
STATE FAIR COUNTY BOOTH SURVEY LINK:  https://cornell.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_0xPzutcVLIYoYPr 

Nancy Schaff 
STEM Specialist   
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
2014 4-H Career Explorations Conference – July 1-3, 2014 
Registration for the Career Explorations conference will be opened in mid-February as always.  Last year, we hit our 
maximum of around 600 participants before the scheduled closing date for registration. After that we had to turn people 
away.  Popular programs fill quickly after registration opens, so planning ahead to get registrations in as soon as possible 
is a good strategy.  To help everyone with the registration and planning process we will be offering a required webinar for 
all participating counties (it will be recorded if no one from your county is able to participate live) on January 31, 2014 
at 9:30 a.m. and the same webinar again on February 4, 2014 at 3:00 p.m.   More information will be sent to the list.   
 
Nancy Schaff 
STEM Specialist   
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
4-H Shooting Sports Winter Instructor Training 
All disciplines are being taught at this workshop, INCLUDING HUNTING/WILDLIFE so let your instructors or potential 
instructors know about this event.  The new training will cover all needed updates from the National 4-H Shooting Sports 
program.  John Bowe is working with Bill Schwerd and several others to develop a PowerPoint, multi-media training to 
update current volunteers.   
 
REGISTRATIONS: All registrations MUST be submitted through the county office.  Do not allow volunteers to register 
themselves.  To attend this event, the county educator must send a cover letter with the application stating that this 
volunteer is approved.  This method will assure the NYS 4-H Shooting Sports program staff that the attendees are fully 
registered, background checked, and in contact with their county office.  The cover letter should simply state that “The 
volunteers listed below are approved through the VIPP process by “_______ County.” The cover letter on letterhead must 
include an educator/administrator’s signature.   

FEES: The fee for the program is $85 per person.  Checks can be provided by the county office, the volunteer, or a 4-H 
club/organization.  However, please be sure that payment is submitted before the event.   

ROOMS:  If you would like to know more about accommodations, please contact Marilyn Preissler at the email above 
and she will work with you on that concern.  In order to assign rooms AGE MUST BE PROVIDED, as youth can’t be 
assigned to rooms with adults.  Registration form:  SSTraining4Hflyer 2014.pdf 

 
NYS 4-H Shooting Sports Events for 2014 (tentative) 
February 21-23, 2014 - Winter Instructor Training. Location: Ballston Spa, Saratoga County- NY.  Disciplines include: 
Archery, Air Pistol, Coordinator, Hunting/Wildlife, Living History, Muzzleloading, Rifle, and Shotgun.  Contact Marilyn 
Preisler   about payment and lodging questions and John Bowe  about all other questions.   
April 26, 2014 – NYS 4-H Shooting Sports Banquet.  Location: Fort William Henry – Lake George, NY. Check the 
website for additional information and registration form:   

May 9-11, 2014 – Early Spring Instructor Training. Location: Cattaraugus County, NY.  Disciplines offered: Archery and 
Shotgun ONLY.   

https://cornell.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_0xPzutcVLIYoYPr
mailto:nschaff@cornell.edu
mailto:nschaff@cornell.edu
mailto:mkp2@cornell.edu
mailto:mkp2@cornell.edu
mailto:jfb32@cornell.edu
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May 30-June 1, 2014 – Western NY Spring Instructor Workshop.  Location: Wyoming County, NY.  Disciplines typically 
offered: archery, rifle, air pistol, shotgun, and coordinator as needed.   

August 21-September 1, 2014 - The Great New York State Fair.  Location: Youth Building- NYS Fairgrounds. Syracuse, 
NY.  The program is seeking volunteer youth and adult leaders to assist in educating the public about 4-H Shooting Sports 
and Natural Resources.  Youth participants must register through their county educator.  Adult volunteer instructors may 
contact John Bowe  

September 1 or October 18, 2014 – Friends of NRA Grants due for Upper New York and Lower New York 
respectively.    See their website: http://www.nrafoundation.org/grants/statefund.asp These now offer some archery 
materials. 

September 30, 2014 - Proposals/applications to host the 2014 New York State Shoot are due to John Bowe at 
jfb32@cornell.edu 

October 15, 2014 – Annual 4-H Shooting Sports youth and instructor numbers are due to John Bowe the New York State 
4-H Shooting Sports program.  Please send to John Bowe  

October 15, 2014 – Youth Shooting Sports Alliance grants are due.  Their website is: 
http://www.youthshootingsa.com/news/article/0/article_1 

November 15, 2014 - Applications for the 2014 NYS 4-H Shooting Sports program Teen Ambassador Program are due to 
John Bowe  

John Bowe 
4-H Team Coordinator 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
4-H Robotics 
Happy New Year! To spread some robotics for the New Year- we would love to do a Junk Drawer, WeDo or NXT 
Robotics training in your district.  If you would like us to do a robotics training for your district please contact me and we 
will get you on the Spring/Summer workshop schedule. I will also be leading a group of youth to the National Robotics 
Summit in Chevy Chase, Maryland for February. Plus I will be taking a delegation of youth to Capital Days to do a 
robotics display for the legislators.   
 
Note from NYS Office:  There are NXT kits in the State 4-H Office available to be borrowed.  To borrow NXT or WeDo 
kits fill out the appropriate survey form found on the NYS 4-H Robotics webpage: 
http://nys4h.cce.cornell.edu/about%20us/Pages/4-HRobotics.aspx 

Roger Ort 
4-H Robotics Program Specialist 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Ideas and Resources 

I Design Squad (PBS Kids) http://pbskids.org/designsquad/build/ 
Design Squad has a lot of really neat activities to get kids interested in engineering – like hacking a recordable greeting 
card to record your own message, or building a confetti launcher, hovercraft, balloon car, or marshmallow blaster (and 
lots more). Check it out!   
NASA Resources - NASA has tons of great educational resources – here are a couple:  
NASA’s Space Place - http://spaceplace.nasa.gov 

mailto:jfb32@cornell.edu
http://www.nrafoundation.org/grants/statefund.asp
mailto:jfb32@cornell.edu
mailto:jfb32@cornell.edu
http://www.youthshootingsa.com/news/article/0/article_1
mailto:jfb32@cornell.edu
mailto:jfb32@cornell.edu
http://nys4h.cce.cornell.edu/about%20us/Pages/4-HRobotics.aspx
mailto:rlo28@cornell.edu
mailto:rlo28@cornell.edu
http://pbskids.org/designsquad/build/
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NASA’s Climate Kids - http://climatekids.nasa.gov 
For more, check out the site for Educators: http://www.nasa.gov/audience/foreducators/ 
 
Nancy Schaff 
STEM Specialist   
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Research 
Phronesis: Children’s local rural knowledge of science and engineering 
http://jrre.psu.edu/articles/26-2.pdf 
 
Avery, L. M., & Kassam, K.-A. (2011). Phronesis: Children’s local rural knowledge of science and engineering. Journal 
of Research in Rural Education, 26(2), 1-18. Retrieved from http://jrre.psu.edu/articles/26-2.pdf 
 
This is an interesting article that has implications for 4-H.  Dr. Kassam, a faculty member in the Cornell Department of 
Natural Resources, is the campus co-chair for the 4-H Youth in Nature and Outdoor Education Program Work Team.  Dr. 
Avery is serving as a member of that PWT.  
 
They frame the study in Aristotle’s concept of “phronesis” – or practical wisdom – and explore the ways in which 
children learn in places outside of school to provide a foundation for rural children’s local knowledge.  It illuminates the 
processes and details of how children “learn” and “know.”  Their findings make a case for the contribution local rural 
‘place-based’ knowledge can make to learning STEM concepts.  
 
Nancy Schaff 
STEM Specialist   
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Accomplishments of 4-H Animal Science Teams! 
 
From small rural towns to large urban centers, forty-nine teens from twelve 4-H teams across New York displayed their 
knowledge and skills at several national competitions this fall. To read a summary of the accomplishments of these state 
4-H Animal Science Teams representing 20 different Cornell Cooperative Extension associations, please see the attached. 
The press release will also be posted: http://www.ansci.cornell.edu/4H/NewsAndEvents.html .  Congratulations to all! 

 

STEM RESOURCE FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 

2014 4-H Willman and Rice Resource Scholarship Awards 
The Animal Science Department is pleased to announce that 4-H Willman and Rice Funds are available again in 2014 to 
support youth programming. (6) Willman awards and (3) Rice awards of $500 each will be awarded. Applications will be 
accepted through March 1, 2014 and educators will be notified of the status of their application by April, 2014. More 
information and application materials for 2014 will be posted by January 6: 
http://www.ansci.cornell.edu/4H/resources.html  
 
Dana Palmer  
Senior Extension Associate 
 

mailto:nschaff@cornell.edu
http://jrre.psu.edu/articles/26-2.pdf
mailto:nschaff@cornell.edu
http://www.ansci.cornell.edu/4H/NewsAndEvents.html
http://www.ansci.cornell.edu/4H/resources.html
mailto:dlp10@cornell.edu
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Volunteer Leader Training Opportunity 
March Dog Madness Save the Date! Sat. March 15, 2014 - Theme is… “TEAM WORK” 
This one-day training conference is open to adults and teens engaged in 4-H dog training activities at the local level. Cost 
of $25/person will include lunch and workshop materials.  Our keynote speaker, who will focus on working dogs, is a new 
faculty member in the Department of Animal Science. Not only has she had personal experience racing in the Iditarod in 
Alaska, she has directed animal genetics studies around the globe! To learn more about Dr. Heather Huson, see: 
http://www.ansci.cornell.edu/features/huson/huson_feature.pdf   

Registration details for 2014 will be posted by February. Space will be limited, so stay tuned for more as workshop 
offerings are confirmed. http://www.ansci.cornell.edu/4H/dogs/MarchDogMadness/   

Dana Palmer  
Senior Extension Associate 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
4-H HEALTHY LIVING  
 
Nigel Gannon 
4-H State Office Healthy Living Program Specialist 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES  
 
CCE Regional Diversity Training – January 22, 2014 
"Unconscious Bias" training offered by Eduardo González, Jr., State Diversity and Youth Development Specialist 
Cornell University Cooperative Extension - New York City, on Wednesday, January 22, 2014, from 12:00 to 3:30 p.m. at 
CCE Broome County, 840 Upper Front Street, Binghamton. For more information see Unconscious Bias   
This event is open to all Cornell Cooperative Extension staff in the Central Shared Business Network (Broome, Cayuga, 
Chemung, Cortland, Onondaga, Oswego, Tioga and Tompkins) and Broome's neighboring counties, Delaware and 
Chenango.     
 

Project Youth Extension Service 
We are happy to announce that Project Youth Extension Service (YES!) is now accepting internship applications for 2014-
2015. 
 
Project Y.E.S! is a Department of Defense-funded national internship program engaging college students in service to 
meet the needs of military families. Specifically, Project Y.E.S! expands the resources of the Yellow 
Ribbon Program (YRP) and other youth & teen oriented programs. Staff interns are provided an opportunity to give back 
to their communities and country while gaining invaluable practical and career-enhancing experiences.  Since 2011, we 
have supported youth events in 42 states and 4 US territories and proudly supported over 9,000 youth. 
 
Through our partnership with the General H. Hugh Shelton Leadership Center, interns are provided first-class youth 
development educational and facilitation skills. In turn, they travel the nation delivering youth programs at Yellow 
Ribbon programs, summer camps, leadership summits, and other family programs. Project YES! also serves as a career 
development program. Staff interns are provided dedicated mentors who assist in the exploration and development of their 
career goals and in the completion of a career broadening learning project. This is all accomplished while meeting the 
critical needs of communities with high rates of families impacted by deployments and other military related absences. 

http://www.ansci.cornell.edu/features/huson/huson_feature.pdf
http://www.ansci.cornell.edu/4H/dogs/MarchDogMadness/
mailto:dlp10@cornell.edu
mailto:tng22@cornell.edu
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Openings are available for summer (Jun-Sep) and full 1-year internship opportunities.  Program brochures are also 
attached. 
 
Applications will be accepted through Feb 28, 2014, and students will be notified of the status of their application by 
April, 2014. More information and application materials can be found at http://militaryfamilies.extension.org/yes-intern-
program/application-requirements/.   

Please feel free to share this announcement with others in your professional networks. Please contact JC Johnson via 
email or call 919-513-3165 for further information.  

 
The First-EVER White House Student Film Festival: 
Something big is happening today, and you don't have to be a kid to be excited about it: 
We're launching our first-ever White House Student Film Festival -- and we're inviting K-12 students from around the 
country to create and submit one- to three-minute short web videos. Finalists could have their videos screened at 1600 
Pennsylvania Ave, and posted on the White House website. It might just be cooler than having your homework up on the 
fridge. 
 
The topic: Highlighting the importance of technology in the classroom -- and imagining how technology will change the 
educational experience for kids in the future. 
 
Here are more important details you should know: 

• Every student entry has to have a parent/guardian or teacher sponsor. 
• Films can be submitted now through January 29, 2014. 
• If your video is selected as an official selection, you could have a chance to attend the mid-February screening at 

the White House. 
Read the complete rules (and submit your video!) here: 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/filmfestival 

http://militaryfamilies.extension.org/yes-intern-program/
http://militaryfamilies.extension.org/yes-intern-program/
mailto:james_johnson@ncsu.edu
tel:919-513-3165
http://links.whitehouse.gov/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTMxMTI1LjI1Njg2NzkxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDEzMTEyNS4yNTY4Njc5MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTgzNjAxJmVtYWlsaWQ9bGxhdXhtYW5AbmlmYS51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9bGxhdXhtYW5AbmlmYS51c2RhLmdvdiZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&102&&&http://www.whitehouse.gov/filmfestival?utm_source=email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=email265-text2&utm_campaign=filmfest
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SCIGirls Educator Workshop 
SciGirls training is a great way to start off the new year in STEM training.  CCE Chenango will be hosting SciGirls 
training on February 1, 2014.  Please visit this website to sign up: http://www.ngcproject.org/SciGirls-educator-workshop-
0 

Date:  Saturday, February 1, 2014 - 9:00am - 4:00pm 

Location: Cornell Cooperative Extension- Chenango County at 99 North Broad Street in Norwich, NY 13815 

SciGirls is an Emmy-award winning PBS KIDS television series and website dedicated to changing the way millions of 
girls think about STEM (science, technology, engineering and math). Local educators are invited to participate in a hands-
on, minds-on Professional Development Training hosted by Cornell Cooperative Extension - Chenango County. We 
welcome you to practice proven strategies for engaging girls in STEM while building a device to measure wind speed, 
lighting up a room with dough creatures, and much more! Participants attending this workshop will: 
• Learn the latest research for exciting and engaging girls (and boys) in STEM 
• Experience hands-on STEM activities 
• Leave with curriculum that puts a creative twist on teaching STEM 
• Learn how to modify activities to engage kids in STEM using the SciGirls Seven 
• Discover additional online resources that enhance teaching and learning experiences for all kids. 
Everyone benefits from a gender-equitable approach to STEM! 

 

Call for Proposals - EPA’s EE Grants Program 
Deadline: February 4, 2014 
EPA’s EE Model Grant Program is currently accepting applications. The program works to engage communities across 
the country through educational projects that have a lasting impact on local watersheds and air quality. This year’s 
competitive grants program will total $2.77 million. Grants will be awarded from each of the ten EPA regional offices and 
EPA’s headquarters in Washington, DC for a total of 22 to 32 grants. Each award will be an estimated $75,000 to 
$200,000.  http://www2.epa.gov/education/environmental-educat...  

 

Call for Submissions: GLP's Student Film Project Contest 
Deadline: January 17, 2014 
Green Living Project (GLP) is accepting student short films for the Fall 2014 Student Film Project. In five minutes or less, 
student short films should tell a unique and compelling story about a sustainability-related project. Winning films will be 
screened at GLP Films' events throughout the year, and winners also receive gear and prizes up to $1,000 in value! 
Contest is open to 6th grade through graduate-level students.  http://www.glpfilms.com/studentfilmproject  
 

Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching Program 
Application Deadline: December 15, 2014 
Sponsored by the U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, the Fulbright Distinguished 
Awards in Teaching Program provides funding for highly accomplished U.S. primary and secondary level teachers to take 
part in an intensive professional development program for three to four months abroad.  
http://www.fulbrightteacherexchange.org/program-ov... 

  

Opportunity to Recognize EE Providers 

http://www.ngcproject.org/scigirls-educator-workshop-0
http://www.ngcproject.org/scigirls-educator-workshop-0
http://www2.epa.gov/education/environmental-education-ee-grants
http://www.glpfilms.com/studentfilmproject
http://www.fulbrightteacherexchange.org/program-overview-da
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SWANA Presents…50 Unsung Heroes—Recognizing Those Making a Difference. SWANA Unsung Heroes is a new 
recognition program from the Solid Waste Association of North America (SWANA) giving an opportunity to 
acknowledge individuals or groups in your community who are making a difference in the solid waste industry.  
 
Unsung Heroes can be nominated by members, chapter officers, employers, contractors, sponsors, exhibitors and 
Technical Division Directors. The individual making the nomination must be a SWANA member.  Please submit your 
nomination(s) no later than midnight (EST) March 15, 2014. 
https://swana.org/Membership/TechnicalDivisions/50... 

  

Put Cans to Work for Your Schools and the Environment 
Challenge Dates: November 15, 2013—April 22, 2014 
Schools may register now for the 3rd Annual Great American Can Roundup School Challenge. The website provides 
everything needed to run a successful Roundup from a tool kit to posters and curriculum. The Can Manufacturers Institute 
will award $1,000 to the school in each state and the District of Columbia recycling the most aluminum cans per student 
and will give an additional $5,000 to the champion per capita recycling school nationwide, which is on top of the value of 
the aluminum cans. Show your school’s green spirit and environmental leadership.  http://www.cancentral.com/roundup 

  

Take the Go Bananas! Challenge 
Challenge ends: April 1, 2014 
Go Bananas! Challenge is a competition that asks schools and scout groups across the country to “answer the call” and 
create campaigns to collect and recycle cell phones to help save gorillas. Coltan, a mineral found in cell phones, is mined 
in gorilla habitats. By recycling old cell phones you reduce the demand. 
 
$4,000 will be awarded to the school/scout group that collects the most cell phones and another $1,000 will be awarded to 
the group with the most creative collection campaign. The winning group will be announced on Earth Day, April 22, 
2014.   http://www.cincinnatizoo.org/savingspecies 

  

Travel Scholarship Opportunities for High School Educators 
Travel Scholarship Opportunity for High School Educators on the Night Skies Arts Academy 
Global Explorers, in collaboration with the National Park Service, is offering a partially scholarship-based travel 
opportunity to educators and students in the US Southwest. This new program, the Night Skies Arts Academy, includes a 
nine-day wilderness adventure focused on artistic expression of the dark night sky. The trip includes a hike into Canyon 
de Chelly, rafting a portion of the San Juan River, and astronomy lessons with experts from NPS.  Details >> 
 
Travel Scholarship Opportunity on the NEW Global Explorers Climate Change Academy 
Through a partnership with the National Park Service, Global Explorers is developing a Climate Change Academy for 
high school students in Summer 2014. This expedition is currently in development and likely to take place in Alaska, 
based out of Anchorage with exploration in Kenai Fjords and Denali National Parks. Costs for this program will be 
largely offset by scholarships from the National Park Service. To receive more information as it becomes available, please 
email julia.breul@globalexplorers.org. 

  

World of 7 Billion Video Contest 
February 21, 2014 
Bring technology and creativity into your environmental education curriculum by incorporating the World of 7 Billion 
video contest. Challenge your students to create a short (60 seconds or less) video illustrating the connection between 
world population at seven billion and one of the following: climate change, global poverty, or water sustainability. 

https://swana.org/Membership/TechnicalDivisions/50UnsungHeroes.aspx
http://www.cancentral.com/roundup
http://www.cincinnatizoo.org/savingspecies
http://www.globalexplorers.org/programs/night_skies_arts_academy
mailto:julia.breul@globalexplorers.org
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Students can win up to $1,000 and their educators will receive free curriculum resources. Full contest guidelines, 
resources for research, past winners, and more are posted here:   http://www.Worldof7Billion.org 

  

Youth Voices of Change Video Contest 
Make a video for Youth Voices of Change and engage youth in climate change solutions. Youth in grades 4-12 are invited 
to submit a video (maximum 2 minutes long) that shares solution projects or helps raise awareness about climate change 
issues for a chance to win great prizes, including money for their project, new video equipment, and gift certificates to 
local businesses. 
 
Ten lucky finalists and their videos will be featured on the big screen at the Youth Voices Film Festival on the evening 
of August 22, 2014, on the Sustainability Stage at the Eco Experience at the Minnesota State Fair.   http://bit.ly/youth-
voices 
 
Great American NO BULL Challenge 
4-H'ers are encouraged to promote the importance of being an upstander who creates a positive school culture to end 
cyber and all other forms of bullying on a global basis by entering the Great American No Bull Challenge.  
 
The Great American NO BULL Challenge is the first, student-led National video contest and Teen Video Awards show 
dedicated to bullying prevention and promoting empathy, respect, and inclusive communities using the power of music 
and the magic of filmmaking.  This year, the competition includes full length videos of 2 - 5 minutes as well as PSA's of 
30 - 60 seconds.  
 
The goal of the NO BULL Challenge is to join America’s students, educators, counselors, organizations, communities, 
and corporate America together in an effort to enable real change at the student level. 
Middle and high school students between the ages of 13 – 18 will have 4+ months to create a 2-5 minute video or 30-60 
second PSA with a digital responsibility or a bullying prevention theme. Students will submit their video to the NO BULL 
Challenge no later than April 30, 2014, at 11:59 PM (PST). Check out the Digital Responsibilty 411 toolkits available 
at www.nobullchallnge.org to learn everything you need to know in order to create your video. Beginning May5th, 2014, 
each student will rally their friends, family, educators and community to vote for their video. 
 
As a result of the public voting period, nominees will be selected from the top 50 favorite videos by a panel of expert 
judges. The formal announcement of the NO BULL Nominees will occur on June 6, 2014. All nominees will receive a 
golden ticket to attend the star-studded NO BULL Teen Video Awards show. At the NO BULL Teen Video Awards 
show, you’ll get to see amazing artists perform live and meet & greet with your favorite athletes and celebrities on the red 
carpet. The NO BULL winning videos will be announced “live” where your video will be introduced to the world. 
Inspiring America’s teens to speak up and be an Upstander against bullying is what The Great American NO BULL 
Challenge is all about, and we need you to make it happen!  We know the way to stop bullying is to create awareness 
about it, which is what The Great American NO BULL Challenge is all about. 

Who’s Eligible: U.S. students in middle or high school aged 13-18 
Video Upload Begins: NOW! 

Video Upload Deadline: April 30, 2014 
Public Voting Period: May 5 – May 16, 2014 

Nominees Announced: June 6, 2014 
August 8 - 9, 2014 - NO BULL Conference and Teen Video Awards 

 
Anna Holcombe of Hart County, Georgia and Oakley Perry of Jeff Davis County, Georgia are serving as members of the 
National Youth Advisory Council for the No Bull Challenge.  In addition, Cheryl Varnadoe, Extension 4-H Specialist in 
Georgia is representing 4-H on the National No Bull Challenge No Bull Advisory Committee. 
 
Tyler Gregory and Scott Hannah, 4-H Alumni from Ohio, serve as chairs of the Youth Advisory Council as well as 
national No Bull spokespeople. You can find Tyler and Scott through Facebook on their “NoBull Guys” page.  
Download a one page flier and information using this link:  http://nobullchallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/2014-
NO-BULL-One-Sheet.pdf   Also visit the campaign homepage and view the winning videos from last year 

http://www.worldof7billion.org/
http://bit.ly/youth-voices
http://bit.ly/youth-voices
http://nobullchallenge.org/campaign-toolkit
http://www.nobullchallnge.org/
http://nobullchallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/2014-NO-BULL-One-Sheet.pdf
http://nobullchallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/2014-NO-BULL-One-Sheet.pdf
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at: http://nobullchallenge.org/winning-films-2013 We encourage you to spread the news to 4-H’ers in your state and enter 
today!  
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
2014 AFRI Foundational RFA Grants  
NIFA Funding Opportunity Page:   
http://www.nifa.usda.gov/fo/foundationalprogramafri.cfm. This page includes links to the request for applications (RFA), 
the NIFA Grants.gov Application Guide, the application package, and abstracts of funded projects.  
  
Grants.gov Synopsis Page: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=249480. This page includes a 
synopsis of the funding opportunity, a link to the full announcement (RFA) and the application package. 
  
Grants.gov Application Package:  
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/download-application-
package.html?p_p_id=grantsdownloadpackage_WAR_grantsdownloadpackageportlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=norm
al&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-
1&p_p_col_pos=1&p_p_col_count=2&_grantsdownloadpackage_WAR_grantsdownloadpackageportlet_mvcPath=%2Fd
ownload.jsp?id=191296&search=-2.  
 
 
 
Journal of Extension – December 2013 – Volume 51, #6   
The latest issue of the Journal of Extension (December 2013) is available! Look below or on the website and you will see 
the tremendous variety of topics in the 36 articles.  Feature articles in this issue of JOE cover: Transformative Learning in 
Practice, African-American Land Loss and Sustainable Forestry in the Southeast, Understanding the Long-Term Benefits 
of a Latino Financial Literacy Education Program, Food Safety Knowledge of Farmer’s Market Vendors, Building 
Supportive Networks among Agricultural Innovators, and more! 
  
If you don’t find something in this issue below, you may always find past issues at: http://www.joe.org/.  Issues are posted 
every two months. Take some time to scan articles that relate to your position responsibilities! 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
CONGRATULATIONS TO:  
 
4-Her Emory Nager Discusses Healthy Living 
Highlighting the good works that New York State CCE has been doing for youth health. You can read the article 
“Changing Student Behavior to Improve School Nutrition in the Lunchroom: An SRA Youth Advisory Board Member 
Perspective” at:  
http://www.s-r-a.org/announcements/online-newsletter/2013-11-21-changing-student-behavior-improve-school-nutrition-
lunchr 

 

January NYS 4-H Alumni National Council Youth Trustee 
Lazarus Lynch has been elected to serve as one of two youth trustees on the 4-H National Council Advisory Board. 
Lazarus was one of three New York State applicants and one of two New York City applicants. Trustees are elected by 
the current youth trustees and standing board members. He will serve a three year term. 

  
Congratulations to Lazarus and the NYC 4-H Youth Development team for preparing a dynamic 4-H'er for this 
outstanding opportunity to serve! 
 
2013 Youth Voice: Youth Choice Grant Awardee 

http://nobullchallenge.org/winning-films-2013
http://www.nifa.usda.gov/fo/foundationalprogramafri.cfm
http://grants.gov/
http://grants.gov/
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=249480
http://grants.gov/
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/download-application-package.html?p_p_id=grantsdownloadpackage_WAR_grantsdownloadpackageportlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-1&p_p_col_pos=1&p_p_col_count=2&_grantsdownloadpackage_WAR_grantsdownloadpackageportlet_mvcPath=%2Fdownload.jsp?id=191296&search=-2
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/download-application-package.html?p_p_id=grantsdownloadpackage_WAR_grantsdownloadpackageportlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-1&p_p_col_pos=1&p_p_col_count=2&_grantsdownloadpackage_WAR_grantsdownloadpackageportlet_mvcPath=%2Fdownload.jsp?id=191296&search=-2
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/download-application-package.html?p_p_id=grantsdownloadpackage_WAR_grantsdownloadpackageportlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-1&p_p_col_pos=1&p_p_col_count=2&_grantsdownloadpackage_WAR_grantsdownloadpackageportlet_mvcPath=%2Fdownload.jsp?id=191296&search=-2
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/download-application-package.html?p_p_id=grantsdownloadpackage_WAR_grantsdownloadpackageportlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-1&p_p_col_pos=1&p_p_col_count=2&_grantsdownloadpackage_WAR_grantsdownloadpackageportlet_mvcPath=%2Fdownload.jsp?id=191296&search=-2
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/download-application-package.html?p_p_id=grantsdownloadpackage_WAR_grantsdownloadpackageportlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-1&p_p_col_pos=1&p_p_col_count=2&_grantsdownloadpackage_WAR_grantsdownloadpackageportlet_mvcPath=%2Fdownload.jsp?id=191296&search=-2
http://www.joe.org/
http://www.joe.org/
http://www.s-r-a.org/announcements/online-newsletter/2013-11-21-changing-student-behavior-improve-school-nutrition-lunchr
http://www.s-r-a.org/announcements/online-newsletter/2013-11-21-changing-student-behavior-improve-school-nutrition-lunchr
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On behalf of 4-H National Headquarters and the collaboration between National 4-H Council and the Coca-Cola 
Foundation, I am pleased to announce the 2013 Youth Voice: Youth Choice grant awardees. Congratulations are extended 
to: 

• Cornell University, New York, Jacqueline Davis-Manigaulte, Ed D. 
• Prairie View A&M University College, Samuel G. Roberson, Sr. PhD 
• University of California, Virginia Bolshakova, MEd, PhD 

Each grantee will receive funding to support healthy living programs in their areas. These programs will seek to combat 
obesity among youth by encouraging positive nutritional choices and physical activity as important elements for a 
balanced, healthy life. Through this partnership grant we will build healthier communities!  
 
For additional information about this partnership please contact Erika D. Mabry, Account Manager, Healthy Living or 
call 301-961-2907. 
 
Congratulations to our grantees and best wishes for success!! 

 

 
 
 
Electronic copies of FFN can be found at the bottom of our website   
Reminder about NYS 4-H Listervs   
Be sure to sign up for content specific 4-H List-serves for timely resources and updates:   
Contact Jamila Walida Simon to be added to the Civic Engagement list.   
Contact Nigel Gannon to be added to the Healthy Living list.   
Contact Nancy Schaff to be added to the STEM list.   
Contact Adam Davis to be added to the Youth (general) list.  
Please share FFN with your volunteers and youth development networks! 

mailto:jad23@cornell.edu
mailto:emabry@fourhcouncil.edu
tel:301-961-2907
http://nys4h.cce.cornell.edu/
mailto:jws62@cornell.edu
mailto:tng22@cornell.edu
mailto:nschaff@cornell.edu
mailto:adamdavis@cornell.edu
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